April 7, 2005
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to return to Washington from my congres-
sional district due to illness on April 5, 2005,
and missed Rollcall vote numbers 91-93. Had
| been present | would have voted “aye” on all
three votes:

Rollcall Vote Number 91: H. Res. 108—
Commemorating the life of the late Zurab
Zhvania;

Rollcall Vote Number 92: H. Res. 120—
Commending the efforts of the Armed Forces
and civilian employees in response to the
earthquake and tsunami of December 26,
2004; and

Rollcall Vote Number 93: H. Con. Res. 34—
Honoring the life and contributions of Yogi
Bhajan.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE RURAL AC-
CESS TO BROADBAND SERVICES
ACT OF 2005

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce a bill to expand broadband
access into rural areas so that millions of
Americans in this country are not left behind in
our increasingly information-dependent soci-
ety. | am introducing this bill with my colleague
from Colorado, Rep. JOHN SALAZAR, and |
greatly appreciate his support.

History has shown us that improvements in
information-sharing have resulted in increased
productivity, a better-educated society, and the
growth of technology. The development and
mainstream use of the Internet has changed
how we conduct business and how we provide
community services, and has revolutionized in-
formation sharing throughout the world.

The benefits the Internet has provided are
invaluable. However, access to this technology
has created a divide between haves and
have-nots in our country. High speed
broadband Internet is commonplace in most
urban and suburban areas. Yet although near-
ly a quarter of the nation’s population lives in
rural America, rural access to broadband is ei-
ther nonexistent or extremely costly.

Many rurally based industries are dependent
on the rapid transfers of information. Being
able to utilize broadband technologies would
increase their productivity, efficiency, and in
turn, profits. For example, accurate and timely
weather predictions allow farmers to better
gauge the necessary rate of fertilizer applica-
tion necessary or use of irrigation to maximize
their crop yield. Broadband technologies make
in-depth predictions of temperature and rainfall
accessible by any farmer throughout the
world.

Hospitals are dependent on being able to
send and receive information in order to save
lives. However, many rural hospitals can bare-
ly afford to provide basic health services to
their patients, let alone pay for access to
broadband technology if it is even available.
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Schools in rural areas are also at a dis-
advantage without access to the Internet. As
students leave these schools to study at uni-
versities or to compete in the workforce, they
start at a disadvantage to other students who
have been educated from kindergarten with
constant access to the information available
online.

Comparisons have been drawn between
broadband and the rural electrification. It took
assistance from government and industry to
bring electricity to rural areas in the 1930s.
That kind of assistance is what is needed
today to bridge the digital divide. Congress
passed legislation in 2002 establishing a grant
and loan program within the Rural Utilities
Service (RUS) to help fund broadband deploy-
ment in rural areas. But the broadband pro-
gram is oversubscribed and underfunded. The
president's FY06 request is down 34% from
FYO05 levels of $545 million.

We need to push for funding for the RUS
broadband program, but that isn’t enough.
Providing access to broadband technologies in
rural America is an expensive endeavor for
telecommunication companies. The cost of es-
tablishing a network to rural areas is hard to
recover simply through subscriber fees. Most
companies require an incentive before making
such an investment. My bill, similar to the bill
my colleague from Colorado, Senator
SALAZAR, recently introduced, provides that
necessary incentive.

First, my bill provides a tax incentive for
companies that invest in broadband access in
rural regions of our country. Specifically,
broadband providers can expense the cost of
equipment for, installation of, or connection to
broadband services in the first year of service.
It also encourages the development of “next
generation” technology, typically more expen-
sive, through the same type of incentive.

My bill also supports research in tech-
nologies that enhance broadband service and
provide more effective and less expensive
service to rural areas. It directs the National
Science Foundation to conduct research into
both the availability and access of broadband
technologies. Research into advanced tech-
nologies that can provide telephone, cable tel-
evision, and Internet service will enable the
same equipment to provide these services and
hopefully reduce costs in the process, allowing
increased access.

Finally, my bill creates an office in the De-
partment of Commerce to coordinate federal
resources relating to rural broadband access.
In the past, several agencies have been in-
volved with the development and deployment
of broadband. This office will provide a central
point within the government to monitor this ef-
fort and reduce overlap within other agencies.

| believe this is important legislation that will
provide rural regions the tools they need to in-
crease economic opportunity and improve
their quality of life. | look forward to working

with  my colleagues on this important
legislation.
——
TRIBUTE TO JEANNINE
McCLAUGHLIN

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Jeannine McLaughlin for her unyielding
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patriotism and support of our great country.
Our Nation is fortunate to have people like
Jeannine who support our country in unique,
but very important ways.

During the summer on 2004, while building
a new home in LaGrange, lllinois, Jeannine
committed an extraordinary patriotic act: she
asked for her house to be built only with prod-
ucts made from American companies.

Throughout the design and building process,
Jeannine put forth an extreme amount of time
and energy in researching even the minutest
details of her home; all in hopes of realizing
her American dream home. From the locks on
her doors, to the tiles on her bathroom floors,
Jeannine assured that all that could be made
by American companies in America was used
in her home.

Jeannine sacrificed time and money for her
American-made home. She endured a ten per-
cent increase in the building costs of her
home. Even the smallest fixtures in the house
were at times double the cost of those from
international competitors. As the labor of her
dreams are realized, Jeannine McLaughlin
now looks at her home with pride as she
knows her home is as American made as any
home can be.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Jeannine McLaughlin for her unparal-
leled dedication to our country. We wish her
well in her new, truly American home.

—————

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR HOWELL
HEFLIN

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, with profound
sadness, | rise today to honor the life of
former U.S. Senator Howell Heflin. Senator
Heflin served in the U.S. Senate on behalf of
the State of Alabama for 18 years. He was a
nationally known and popular Senator, who
fought tirelessly for the people of Alabama. He
passed away on March 31, 2005 at the age of
83.

Before his election to the Senate, Senator
Heflin was Chief Justice of the Alabama State
Supreme Court. As Chief Justice, he was the
lead author of the Alabama Judicial Code,
which reformed Alabama’s outdated legal sys-
tem. His grass roots efforts established a
model for future constitutional reform not only
in Alabama but across the nation.

During his time in the Senate he was known
for his sharp wit and deep understanding of
the issues being addressed by Congress. He
had an innate ability to describe difficult and
complex subjects in such a way that most
anyone could understand and form an opinion
on them.

Senator Heflin was a strong advocate for
civil rights, the Marshall Space Flight Center,
Redstone Arsenal, the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority, and southern agriculture along with
many others. His work helped lay the founda-
tion for the new technological economy of
North Alabama.

Senator Heflin was respectably referred to
by his colleagues as “The Judge,” because of
his position as Chief Justice and his long ten-
ure as Chairman of the Senate Ethics Com-
mittee. It was said that he ruled over the
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